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� Types of  website

� Styles of  website

� Choosing colours for your site

What I’ll be covering
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� Website features

� SEO (Search Engine Optimisation)

� Website Hosting

� Questions to ask your web-designer



� Not all websites are the same:

◦ Some are just pages of  linked ‘hypertext’

◦ Some are content management systems

Types of  website
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◦ Some sell you things (e-commerce)

◦ Some offer online social communities



Here’s some common website styles : 

� standard – banner/menu/content

� portfolio – dominated by images, some text

magazine – article or story led

Styles of  websites
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� magazine – article or story led

� typographic – text dominated design

� showcase – animated banner, not much text

� feed – constantly updated from user input



The ‘standard’ website
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The ‘portfolio’ website
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The ‘magazine’ website
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The ‘typography’ website
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The ‘showcase’ website
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The ‘feed’ website
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Colours are important on a website

◦ Colours can promote your business

◦ Colours can affect each other

Website colours
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◦ Colours can affect each other

◦ Colours can affect the visitor’s mood

◦ Colours are ethno-centric

◦ Colours can ruin your website!



� The theory of  colour is 

based on the concept of  

colours being arranged 

in a circle – the wheel.

The colour wheel
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in a circle – the wheel.



� All colours on your 

site are a variation of  

the same colour, just 

brighter or darker.

� Soothing and looks 

Monochromatic colours

My Website

Flowers

Birds

Mammals

Insects

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetur adipiscing elit. Quisque
pharetra, mi et tempor molestie, purus
dolor consectetur nunc, eu lobortis

ligula est ac orci. Mauris pulvinar, 

Page title
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� Soothing and looks 

professional

� Difficult to emphasise 

elements of  your site

ligula est ac orci. Mauris pulvinar, 
augue in malesuada iaculis, justo tellus
malesuada magna, vitae malesuada
libero massa vel metus. Class aptent
taciti sociosqu ad litora torquent per 
conubia nostra, per inceptos
himenaeos. Praesent vestibulum
egestas mollis.



� Colours are near 

each other on the 

colour wheel.

� Has more impact 

Analagous colours

My Website

Flowers

Birds

Mammals

Insects

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetur adipiscing elit. Quisque
pharetra, mi et tempor molestie, purus
dolor consectetur nunc, eu lobortis

ligula est ac orci. Mauris pulvinar, 

Page title

Design & content ©2010 Phil EmersonDesign & content ©2010 Phil Emerson

than monochromatic 

colour schemes

� Important to pick a 

dominant colour and 

stick to it!

ligula est ac orci. Mauris pulvinar, 
augue in malesuada iaculis, justo tellus
malesuada magna, vitae malesuada
libero massa vel metus. Class aptent
taciti sociosqu ad litora torquent per 
conubia nostra, per inceptos
himenaeos. Praesent vestibulum
egestas mollis.



� Colours are opposite 

on the colour wheel.

� High impact due to the 

contrast in colours

Hard to get the 

Complimentary colours

My Website

Flowers

Birds

Mammals

Insects

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetur adipiscing elit. Quisque
pharetra, mi et tempor molestie, purus
dolor consectetur nunc, eu lobortis

ligula est ac orci. Mauris pulvinar, 

Page title
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� Hard to get the 

colours to look ‘right’ 

with each other.

� Technically, you’re 

restricted to two main 

colours.

ligula est ac orci. Mauris pulvinar, 
augue in malesuada iaculis, justo tellus
malesuada magna, vitae malesuada
libero massa vel metus. Class aptent
taciti sociosqu ad litora torquent per 
conubia nostra, per inceptos
himenaeos. Praesent vestibulum
egestas mollis.



� Colours are evenly 

spaced around the 

colour wheel.

� High contrast with 

Triadic colours

My Website

Flowers

Birds

Mammals

Insects

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetur adipiscing elit. Quisque
pharetra, mi et tempor molestie, purus
dolor consectetur nunc, eu lobortis

ligula est ac orci. Mauris pulvinar, 

Page title
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� High contrast with 

a balanced look.

� Important to 

choose one 

dominant colour.

ligula est ac orci. Mauris pulvinar, 
augue in malesuada iaculis, justo tellus
malesuada magna, vitae malesuada
libero massa vel metus. Class aptent
taciti sociosqu ad litora torquent per 
conubia nostra, per inceptos
himenaeos. Praesent vestibulum
egestas mollis.



Website features

� Content management (CMS)

� E-commerce

� Photo galleries / portfolios

� Newsletter subscriptions

� Animations & videos

� Web-blogs (a.k.a. Blogs)

Different websites might have different features:

Design & content ©2010 Phil Emerson

� Photo galleries / portfolios

� Contact & booking forms

� Availability charts

� Interactive maps

� Social network sites

� Micro-blogs (e.g. Twitter)

� RSS feeds

� Games



� What is SEO? 

◦ It’s about getting your company to the top of  the search 

results when someone looks for you

� Why is it so expensive?

SEO – Search Engine Optimisation
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◦ Because some companies are willing to spend stupid 

amounts of  money on it.

� Is it worth the money?

◦ That depends upon your company but most of  the time, 

it’s not worth the money some companies charge for it.



� What is hosting and why do you need it?

� The main types of  hosting

◦ Shared hosting

Hosting your site
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◦ Shared hosting

◦ Virtual Private Servers

◦ Dedicated Managed Servers

◦ Dedicated Root Servers



� Do you have any qualifications / experience?Do you have any qualifications / experience?Do you have any qualifications / experience?Do you have any qualifications / experience?

� Can I see any previous work?Can I see any previous work?Can I see any previous work?Can I see any previous work?

� Do you have any testimonials?Do you have any testimonials?Do you have any testimonials?Do you have any testimonials?

� Do you have a design/signDo you have a design/signDo you have a design/signDo you have a design/sign----off  process?off  process?off  process?off  process?

� Can I move my site to another designer later?Can I move my site to another designer later?Can I move my site to another designer later?Can I move my site to another designer later?

Things to ask your web designer
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� Can I move my site to another designer later?Can I move my site to another designer later?Can I move my site to another designer later?Can I move my site to another designer later?

� How much will it cost, when do I pay & how long will it take?How much will it cost, when do I pay & how long will it take?How much will it cost, when do I pay & how long will it take?How much will it cost, when do I pay & how long will it take?

� What are the ongoing costs (beware licensing!)What are the ongoing costs (beware licensing!)What are the ongoing costs (beware licensing!)What are the ongoing costs (beware licensing!)

� Technical : Will my site work in all / most browsers?Technical : Will my site work in all / most browsers?Technical : Will my site work in all / most browsers?Technical : Will my site work in all / most browsers?

� Technical : Will my site be standards compliant (html/Technical : Will my site be standards compliant (html/Technical : Will my site be standards compliant (html/Technical : Will my site be standards compliant (html/xhtmlxhtmlxhtmlxhtml////csscsscsscss)?)?)?)?



� Accessibility

� http://bit.ly/dda-info (webcredible.co.uk)

� http://bit.ly/rnib-law (RNIB on the law)

� Display of  company information

Legal requirements
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� Display of  company information

� For limited companies, the same information as your 
printed stationary

� Copyright (use of  resources)
� Only use images, videos and other resources that you 
have the legal right to use on your site. Special conditions 
exist!



� How to find a web-designer

� Questions & Answers

Where to go from here
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